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July & August 2008 
 
July 7 – 11:30 AM 
Coordinating Committee 
Meeting  
WELL Office 
 
July 17– 7:00 PM - Film  
Independent America 
Little Lake Health Center  
 
July 19 – 5:00 PM – 9:00 PM 
Willits Eats Lots Locally BBQ 
Brookside Elementary 
 
July 28 – 6:15 PM 
WELL Plenary Meeting 
Willits Community Center 
 
August 4 – 11:30 AM 
Coordinating Committee 
Meeting  
WELL Office 
 
August 16 - Noon – 6:00 PM 
Local Food Tour 
All Over the Zip Code 
 
August 21 – 7:00 PM - Film  
Solar Energy 
Saved By The Sun 
Little Lake Health Center  
 
August 25 – 6:15 PM 
WELL Plenary Meeting 
Willits Community Center 
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July 1, 2008, 2:56 pm Posted by Keith Johnson  

in the Wall Street Journal digital network �����������	
��
������
�� �  

What’s up with oil prices? Well, it’s not speculators, and there’s no relief in sight, 
meaning at least five more years of high prices with no easy fixes. The ugly truth? 
Peak oil isn’t fringe anymore—it’s going mainstream. 

That’s the reading from the latest oil market report from the International Energy 
Agency, the rich-country energy watchdog. The IEA’s latest x-ray of the oil market 
includes plenty of disturbing nuggets. 

The fact that there are no growing stockpiles of crude around the world, for 
example, suggests speculators aren’t behind crude’s dizzying rise this year (much 
to Paul Krugman’s satisfaction and Congress’ chagrin.)  

And while U.S. drivers fret and worry over how to pay for the Prius, the sad truth 
is that it doesn’t matter: By 2015, developing country oil demand will outstrip the 
rich world’s. They’re already in the driver’s seat: 90% of the demand growth over 
the next five years will come from Asia, the Middle East, and Latin America, the 
IEA said. 

But the juiciest nugget? The conservative IEA appears to be inching ever-closer 
to the “peak-oil” crowd. Supply simply can’t keep pace with demand—everybody 
with an oil well has the taps open, but there’s not much left in the keg. Oil fields 
are aging quicker than free-agent pitchers, and the global oil industry has to run 
faster just to stay in place. From the IEA: 

Project delays averaging 12 months, coupled with global average decline 
of 5.2% - up from 4% last year – are the factors behind these revisions. 
Over 3.5 mb/d of new production will be needed each year just to hold 
global production steady. “Our findings highlight again the need for 
sustained, and indeed, increased investment both upstream and 
downstream — to assure that the market is adequately supplied,” stated 
[IEA Executive Director Nabuo] Tanaka. 

So where’s that fresh supply going to come from? As the IEA noted, Saudi Arabia 
is the only country with a glimmer of spare production capacity—and the jury is 
still out on that. Increased domestic drilling, the U.S. energy agency already said, 
would be but a hiccup in the global market. Non-OPEC countries, from Norway to 
Mexico, are expected to chip in just 1.2 million barrels per day of new crude by 
2013, IEA head of market analysis Lawrence Eagle said—or less than half the 
global shortfall. 

Politicians can pick their bogeyman—be it speculators, OPEC, or Democrats. But 
more and more it seems like the oil conundrum boils down to an age-old truth: 
Finite supplies can’t meet infinite demands. 
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Due to smoke, the June Contra Dance was canceled.  The July date is still a go! The 4th Saturday evening of every 
month, beginning July 26th, then August 23rd, September 27, October 25th, and November 22nd. 

7PM – Lessons for beginners.  7:30 – The Dancing starts!  9PM – Enjoy a tasty snack�� break 10PM – End of Dance 

Adults – $7  Under 17 – $3  Under 9 – 5 cents.  And for those of you dancers over 66, you are invited for free. 
Address: The Fellowship Hall in the United Methodist Church at School & Pine (across from the Grange Hall). RIGHT 
HERE IN WILLITS! 

Our Caller is Lea Smith.  With live music provided by our marvelous local musicians. 
The #1 rule of Contra Dancing is – “If you’re having FUN, then you’re doing it Right!” EVERYONE can Contra dance! 

For more info, or to volunteer to help with the setup: Please call Roger at 310.245�� 4821 or email roger@jollyone.com 

Generously sponsored by a local seed grant from WELL. 

Now & Then Film Series  
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Across America, small businesses 
are determined to remain 
independent in a land littered with 
Big Box and Fast Food.  Producers 
Hosein & Hughes documented their 
cross-country search for Mom & 
Pop observing two rules of the road: 
[1] travel only on secondary 
highways & county roads and [2] 
patronize only Mom & Pop 
businesses.  80 min. 

7:00 pm, Thursday, July 17 
Little Lake Health Center 
45 Hazel St. 

Enter by back door in parking lot 
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Suggested Donation of $5 to Help 

Build WELL Film Library  
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We have begun a dairy share program 
with our small (very!) herd of one cow 
(named Lily) and four goats (Floppy, 
Persimmon, Rosemary and Stumble). If 
you are interested in owning a share in 
our herd (fresh milk and chevre!) we still 
have openings for approximately 6 
more families.  Contact Sara at: 
homesteadingsara@gmail.com or call 
216-5549. 

http://tinyurl.com/5b7r2e
http://krugman.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/06/25/confusions-about-speculation/
http://www.iea.org/Textbase/press/pressdetail.asp?PRESS_REL_ID=267
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB121451556299908501.html
http://www.iea.org/textbase/speech/2008/eagles_mtomr2008.pdf
mailto:homesteadingsara@gmail.com
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June 16, 2008 – Noon – At the WELL Office 
Present:  All CC members except Jane; staff Liam & Monique; guests Roger Wilson, Keith Rosen, and Chris Hansen.  Facilitator:  
Mary Z. 

Staff report: Jason commented that he’ll be meeting tomorrow with City staff and Sam Pierce, the consultant, re: ICLEI.   

Tri-Fold Flyer:  There were several suggestions for the new tri-fold draft:  less text (esp. history), more photos, graphs and maybe 
testimonials.  Madge, Liam & Mo will work on that. 

Carpool system:  Minimal response to inquiry.  Some discussion of MTA options.  Roger can help on how to set up web car pooling 
system; Madge & Mo will pursue the small-scale demo focusing on Sherwood Road area WELL members.  It was also noted that 
“Hey Taxi” might provide some needed service to Willits’ outlying residents.   

FEMA funding (for food gardens for emergency preparedness):  Heidi Dickerson of Mike Thompson’s office (MT) is very supportive, 
but Keith Rosen is skeptical that FEMA will come through with funds.  Another meeting this week to pursue help from MT, and Liam 
will follow up with FEMA. 

Seed Grant status reports:  Jason provided details on several pending grants to Brookside Farm and dryland grain demo.  Some 
discussion of better defining how soon funds must be used. 

BBQ Fun-Raiser:  The planning committee has made major progress.  It will be July 19, 5-9pm at Brookside School.  Cost will be 
$15/adult, $5 for under 12, plus $10 for a WELL button.  Hal Wagenet will be DJ, there’ll be fire spinning, kite-flying, games.  Lion’s 
Club may provide BBQ equipment.  Food sources will all be local, utensils & plates all recyclable.  Strongly encouraging advance 
sales, having Ron Greystar make tickets.  Need long extension cord (check w/ Patti Bruder), and use NCO kindergarten classroom 
to plug in.  Lots of promo. 

Media Committee report:  Tim reports that format is being developed and close to syndication.  KZYX is OK with it.   Regarding AV 
equipment needs, committee has not yet met. 

Chris’ Job & Farm/Garden Project Ideas:  Noting that Post-Carbon Institute has ended funding for Chris Hansen’s job (mostly at 
Brookside Farm), he & Jason are looking at many ways to keep him employed here in Willits.  Monique has helped looked for farm 
land available; FEMA funding for home gardens is another possibility; also could be supplemented by fees-for-service (e.g. 
designing or installing gardens).   (Maybe look at models of Sebastopol’s urban garden group, and neighborhood garden-raising in 
Australia.) 

Chris is developing a proposal for a position of “food system technologist” that could be fund-raised for as a WELL position (e.g. 
through our upcoming grant renewal with Wallace Global Fund).  Could also possibly be part of WAG’s grant.  Chris could be first of 
many needed to train garden-farmers throughout the Valley.  Chris outlined many projects that he could help set up & analyze to 
then propagate what works best.  These include: 

·  Equipment coop (& need for a heavy-duty electric tractor!) 
·  Renovating/improving pasture land 
·  Local small-scale bio-fuels development 
·  Non-chemical soil fertility methods 
·  Victory gardens 
·  Food processing, prep & storage 
·  Local meat processing 
·  Wood gasifier system 
·  Dryland grain projects 

While this is a broad wish-list, we need to be open to where opportunities arise.  Chris should hone a job description that can 
promote his inclusion in our (and others’) grant funding.  Jason notes that Chris has excellent reports from his existing work, & a 
detailed budget done last Fall for PCI. 

 The CC consensus is enthusiastic about trying to keep Chris involved in Willits, and we’ll pursue all avenues to help 
(including allocating funds raised at the BBQ, also possible direct appeals to larger donors).  It’s noted Chris could also look for 
opportunities nearby such as Fetzer in Covelo and R.V. 

Growing Membership:  Goal is to have a booth or table at all significant Willits events.  Need a pop-up shade, chairs, literature (incl. 
the new tri-fold), display posters, etc.  Specifically mentioned were the contra dances (6/28), Hometown Celebration (check date), 
and of course the BBQ.  Madge will check on resurrecting the membership committee; in addition CC members should all help staff 
such tables. 

Funding needs:  Mary suggested easier access and simplifying (just donate to general fund) on the “donation” link on the WELL 
web-site. Also include an appeal and web-link info in each newsletter.  Liam will do research on potential grant sources at Catalyst 
in Ukiah.  (That seems more productive than hiring an expensive grant writer.)  Also look for possible fee-for-service opportunities 
(e.g. Caltrans grant).  Maybe look at a way to offer REDI’s HELP type projects (for both energy &/or water conservation) to those 
not qualified as low-income. 

Facilitators:  Jason will do it for June 23 plenary, and Michael H. for July 7 CC meeting. 

Willits Economic  Localization (WELL), P.O. Box 42, Willits, CA  9549 0 (707) 459-7076 Fax (707) 459-7077 
Office:  713 South Main Street, Suite A, Willits, C A  95490 

E-Mail: office@willitseconomiclocalization.org  Website:  http://www.willitseconomiclocalization.org   

mailto:office@willitseconomiclocalization.org
http://www.willitseconomiclocalization.org/
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The 2008 Willits Harvest Festival is happening in September, and we are looking for abundant colorful images for our 
poster design.  If you have an idea that would make a great full color poster, please join our art show and enter the 
poster design contest. Photography, water colors, acrylics, collage, oils - any medium  is welcome to enter. 
All entries will be displayed as a show on the day of the festival.  You may also put a price on it, & sell your art if you 
wish. The "Save the Grange" fund will receive 50% of all proceeds. The chosen poster design will receive a free year-
long pancake breakfast ticket, a $60 value. 

Bring your art pieces to the Frame Shop in the Grange by August 1st and fill out a simple application. No entry fee. We 
need all art to have a sturdy backing and be ready to hang.  Late entries will be shown in the Harvest Festival Art 
Exhibit, but cannot be considered for the poster. 

Here are some ideas:  A harvest ready garden , Old fashioned seed packets, apple picking, a bowl of apples, Canning 
veggies, a plate of colorful food, a pile of pumpkins, etc.  We are looking forward to seeing YOUR art! 
Call Annie Weller at 459-2418 with any questions.  Please pass the word to your Willits email list and to artists of any 
age! 

If you want to volunteer for the Harvest Festival ( Set-up, tending displays, squeezing juice, helping with 
children’s games, etc.) please call the WELL Office  at 459-7076. 

Coordinating Committee Members  
Mary Zellachild - 459-3963 - maryzel@saber.net  

Jason Bradford - 456-0760 - jason@redinet.org 
Madge Strong - 459-6675 - mstrong@willitsonline.com 

Tim Gregory - 456-0949 - tgregory@saber.net 
Michael Hackleman – no phone - michael@hackleman.net 
Michael Stewart - 456-0736 - mikeybstewart@gmail.com 

Jane McCabe - 456-9067 - janesjet@hotmail.com  
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On June 2 Raj Patel spoke to us about 
the world food system and explained 
how so many can be starving while so 
many are obese.  He targeted the 
Market system that is focused on some 
people making many rather than on 
everybody eating.  Not everyone 
agreed with all he had to say, but he 
definitely got our collective minds 
working on the problem. 

Then Jason Bradford made a 
presentation showing how localizing our 
food sources removes Willits from the 
system that Raj described, making us 
more secure while making us part of the 
solution instead of being part of the 
problem. 

On June 23 Guy McPherson told us the 
good news and the bad news.  He said 
that the good news was that Peak Oil 
will force a reduction in Green House 
Gas emissions that may allow the 
human race to survive Global Warming.  
The bad news is that it will be very 
difficult for us to adapt and squeak 
through the next 20 to 80 years and we 
be doing “business as usual” during that 
time (or really, ever again). 
The discussion turned to how we 
should be investing.  Guy suggests that 
stocks, bonds, and precious metals 
may not be the best investment.  
Instead invest in improving your land to 
survive on it and your community so 
that we can all survive together. 
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“THE FRUIT GROUP” Owned by Bobby & Judy Wellen of Cotati 
offers fruit delivery to Willits. To find out what fruits are available, the 
cost and when the next delivery will be contact Carol Alty at 459-
3419. This fruit is pesticide free, picked within days of delivery and 
sold by the lug.  All orders must be placed prior to delivery no sales 
at time of delivery. 
Pick up is done at the Church of the Nazarene. 
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Saturday, July 5 - Sunday, July 6                            
Friday, July 11 - Saturday, July 12                          
9am - 5pm each day 
This is an excellent opportunity to learn about light straw clay infill 
building through hands-on work with professional, veteran natural 
builders, rather than discussion or reading. 
This is a simple, effective building method for our climate.  The work 
is appropriate for folks with no experience and is not extremely 
physically taxing.   
Lunch is provided.   
For more information please  

email: springlioness@hotmail.com or call: 459-3374. 

 

mailto:maryzel@saber.net
mailto:jason@redinet.org
mailto:mstrong@willitsonline.com
mailto:tgregory@saber.net
mailto:michael@hackleman.net
mailto:mikeybstewart@gmail.com
mailto:janesjet@hotmail.com
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August 16, 2008 – Noon to 6 PM 
 

Last year we saw what was 
happening at two local farms and 
two community gardens.  I was 
especially fascinated by the 
variety at the Golden Rule (and 
the currents!).  This year we 
have some of the locations lined 
up already and more may be 
added.  We are looking for 
volunteer docents to help out at 
some of the sites. 
We’ll have maps available and 
posters up soon, save the date 
and see what’s growing in Willits! 
For further information call the 
WELL Office 459-7076. 

2��

����2	�
)����2��

����2	�
)����2��

����2	�
)����2��

����2	�
)����	
) 	
)	
)	
)� ���
The heat is up and fruit is ripening.  I have tasted local 
cherries, apricots, and nectarines.  If you have a few fruit or 
nut trees that are ready to pick and you just don’t think you’ll 
be able to do it before it all goes to waste, call the Grateful 
Gleaners at 459-5490 x555 and leave a message.  Someone 
is checking it often and you will get a call to arrange a 
gleaning. 
The food goes to the Food Bank, Our Daily Bread, the Senior 
Center, local schools, the Harvest Festival (September 20) 
and (starting this year) the Gleaners will be drying or 
otherwise preserving what they are able to of the excess 
harvest. 
If you are interested in joining the Gleaners they are having a 
training day and potluck picnic at Richard Jeske and Jacquie 
Morninglight’s place on July 19th from 10:00 to 2:00 p.m.  
Details will be emailed to gleaners in early July.  If you are 
interested in joining the drying and preserving team, call Sara 
O’Brien at 456-1293. 
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Help Mendocino County Recycle 

and Reuse 
Are you interested in using recycled 
items for your construction project? 

Come see if we have what you need! 
75C Kunzler Ranch Rd, Ukiah 

(707) 671-6581 

Jackie Plucking Plums 

�  

 Ladder Demonstration 

�  

Photos by Ree Slocum 
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For information or registration call Sue 459-5495 

 

Young Women’s Classes (males are welcome) - Ages: 13-18 
Herbalist Mentoring Network 

Location: The Little Tree Play Garden - 206 Madden Lane 
From: 5:30 – 6:30 

July 24 – Making Herbal Salves and Lip Balms (with Jackie Morninglight) 

August 21 – Aromatherapy and Steam Distillation of Essential Oils 

 

Young Gentlemen’s Classes (females are welcome) - Ages 13-18 
Primitive Skills Classes 

Location: Third Rock Ranch 12 miles Northwest of Willits 

From: 6:00 – 7:00 
July 23 – Friction Fire Making (with Tamara Wilder)  

(see Tamara’s website: www.paleotechnics.com for additional information as well) 
August 20 – Native Tree - Identification and Use 
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"Technology is great, but it can't find what's not there. In the last five years, we 
consumed 27 billion barrels of oil a year, but the oil industry discovered only three 
billion barrels a year. So only one barrel was replaced for every nine we used!" 

— L.B. Magoon report for U.S. Geological Survey, as quoted in E Magazine 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Jo int Statement For A Local, 
Sustainable Economy 

http://www.willitseconomiclocalization.
org/JointStatement 
Photo by Sue Coop 
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Willits Economic Localization (WELL), P.O. Box 42, W illits, CA  95490  (707) 459-7076 Fax (707) 459-7077 
Office:  713 South Main Street, Suite A, Willits, C A  95490 

E-Mail: office@willitseconomiclocalization.org  Website:  http://www.willitseconomiclocalization.org   


